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CONFIDENTIAL MANAMA 0898 

E.O. 11652 : GDS 

TAGS : MARR, BA 

SUBJ : MIDDLE EAST FORCE STATUS 

REF : STATE 183078 

1. 1 MANAGED TO CATCH FOREIGN MINISTER AUGUST 3 JUST PRIOR 
TO CABINET MEETING TO CONVEY INSTRUCTIONS REFTEL. HE EX- 
PRESSED APPRECIATION FOR BEING KEPT INFORMED ON THE PROGRESS 
OF OUR CONSIDERATION OF GOB'S PROPOSED LETTER OF NOTIFICATION, 
AND GRATIFICATION THAT OUR REACTION WOULD REFLECT THE HIGH 
VALUE WE PLACE ON FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH BAHRAIN. 

2. FOREIGN MINISTER REITERATED HIS HOPE OF HAVING OUR REACTION 
NOT LATER THAN AUGUST 5 IF AT ALL POSSIBLE, STRESSING GOB'S 
DESIRE TO WRAP UP THIS MATTER BY WEEK ENDING AUGUST 7. FOREIGN 
MINISTER PLANS TO LEAVE BAHRAIN FOR LIMA CONFERENCE IN COURSE 
OF FOLLOWING WEEK. 

TWINAM 
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